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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-2, 4-6, 12-23. 25-26, 28-32, 34-43 and 4&47 and amend 
the claims as follows: 

1-2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cun-ently Amended) Tho mothod of claim 1 , A method for providinQ 
viewershrp infomiation to a plurality of television viewers, comprising: 

coliectino vt ewership data of a pluralrtv of viewers, wherein the viewershio data 
comprises a plurality of counts corresponding to a pluralrtv of time intervals for each 
program, and wherein each count represents a numt>er of viewers of a respective 
program during a respective time interval: 

processing t he viewership data to provide on-screen interface information: and 
transmitting, to a oluralftv of end-user receivers, the on-screen interface 
informati on and data for an electronic program guide, wherein the on-screen interface 
jpfomiation is viewable in one or more graphical representations of the plurality of 
counts dis played along with each respective program entry displayed by the electronic 
program guide on displays connected to the plurality of end-user receivers wherein 
transmitting the on-screen interface information further comprises transmitting data 
representing a growth rate of viewers for a particular program. 

4-6, (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) Tho method of claim 4 , A method for prpvldino 
viewership information to a plurality of television viewers, comprising: 

collecting view ership data of a plurality of viewers, wherein the viewershio data 
comprises a plurality o f counts corresponding to a plurality of time inten^als for each 
program, and wherein each count represents a number of viewers of a respective 
program during a resp ective time interval, wherein the viewership data is collected from 
a defrned group of the plurality of end-user receivers: 
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processing the vfewership data to provide on-screen interface information: and 
transmitting, to a plurality of end-user reoervers. the on-screen interface 
information and data for an electronic ppooram guide, wherein the on-screen interface 
information is viewable in one or more graohica! representations of the plurality of 
counts displayed along with each respective program entry displayed by the electronic 
program guide on displays connected to the plurality of end-user receivers, w herein 
transmitting the on-screen interface information comprises transmitting group 
information comprising Identifying group members of the defined group. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7. wherein transmitting the on- 
screen interface infomnation comprises transmftting group information Indicating how 
many members of the defined group are watching a program. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, wherein transmitting the on- 
screen interface infomnation comprises transmitting group information indicating a group 
rating for a program. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, wherein transmitting the on- 
screen interface information comprises transmitting group information indicating which 
members of the defined group are watching a program. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the members are identified by: 
extracting member identification information from the viewership data; and 
referencing a database containing group information. 

12-23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cunrentiy Amended) Th e s i gna l proooccing un i t of claim 16, A signal 
processing unit for processing television signals, comprising: 

a first connector for receivino a video signal transmitted from a remote provider: 
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a second c onnector for receivinq a viewership signal containing vrewership data 
collected from a plurality of viewers, wherein the viewership data comprises a plurality 
of counts conrespondino to a plurality of time intervals for each program, and wherein 
each co unt represents a number of viewers of a respective program during a respective 
time interval: 

a memory containing an on-screen guide interface formatable with the viewership 
data: and 

a processor c onfigured to format the on-sfcreen guide interface with the 
viewershi p data, wherein the viewership data is formatted as one or more oraphical 
representations of th e piuralitv of counts displayed along with each respective program 
entry displayed with a n electronic program guide, wherein the processor is configured to 
format an on-screen guide interface with viewership indicators using the viewership 
data, wherein the viewership indicators indicate a viewership growth rate in at least one 
program being transmitted in the video signal. 

25-26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Currentfy Amended) Tho syotom of c l a i m 25, An on-screen program guide 
information provider system, comprising: 

a first network connection with a plurality of devices configured to collect 
viewership data of a plurality of television viewers, wherein the viewership data 
comprises a plurality of counts corresponding to a plurality of time intervals for each 
program, and wher ein each count represents a number of viewers of a respective 
program during a respective time internal: 

a second net work connection with a plurality of end-user receivers: and 

a processor configured to: 

(\) process the viewership data to provide on-screen guide fomiatting 
information: 

(ii) tran smit, via the second networi< connection, the on-screen guide 
formatting inf omnatfon to the piuralitv of end-user receivers, wherein the on- 
screen guide formatting information is used by the end-user receivers to output 
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vrewershiD indic ators to displays connected to the plurality of end-user receivers. 
wherein each vi ewership indicator comprise one or more oraphrcaf 
representations of the plurality of counts displayed along with each respective 
program entry displayed with an e lectronic program guide, w herein the on-screen 
guide formatting information comprises a growth rate of viewers for a particular 
program. 

28-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Cunnently Amended) The syctom of cla i m 26, further comprising An on- 
screen pro gram guide information provider system, comprising: 

a first network connection with a plurality of devices configured to collect 
viewership data of a plurality of television viewers, wherein the viewership data 
comprises a plurality of counts corresponding to a plurality of time intervals for each 
program, and wherein each count represents a number of viewers of a respective 
program during a respective time interval; 

a second network connection with a plurality of end-user receivers: 

a processor configured to: 

(i) process the viewership data to provide on-screen guide fonmattfno 
information: 

(ii) transmit via the second networic connection, the on-screen guide 
formatting information to the plurality of end-user receivers, wherein the on- 
screen guide formatting information is used bv the end-user receivers to output 
viewership indicators to displays connected to the plurality of end-user receivers, 
wherein each viewership indicator comprise one or more graphical 
representations of the plurality of counts displayed along with each respective 
program entry displayed with an electronic program ouide: and 

an external news server in communication with the processor, wherein the 
processor is further configured to determine whether a particular program is significant 
based on at least one of a size and a growth rate of a current viewing audience, and for 

Page 5 

366642_1 

PAGE 6/12 * RCVD AT 8/1 1/2005 4:36:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 * €810:7136234846 * DURATION (mm-SS): 04-04 



08/1^/2005 14:37 FAX 7136234846 



USPTO ROA 



81007/012 



PATENT 

Atty. Dkt. No. ROC920010125US1 
MPSRef. No.: IBMK10125 

each significant program, transmrt an alert infonmatlon to the plurality of end-user 
receivers. 

34-43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) Th e oomputor data cignal of oiaim 30, A computer 
data signal embodied in a transmission medium, comprrsinQ on-screen program guide 
interface I nfomiatton containing vfewershio infomriation of a plurality of television 
viewers, w herein the viewershio information comprises a plurality of counts 
correspon ding to a plurality of time intervals for each program, wherein each count 
represents a number of viewers of a respective program during a respective time 
interval, wherein the on-screen interface infomnation is readable by a plurality of 
receivers having a network connection with a television program provider, w herein the 
viewership information comprises group information indicating which members of a 
group are watching a progra m, and wherein viewership information is configured for 
fonnattino an on-screen program guide to include one or more graphical 
representations of the plurality of counts displayed alone with each respective program 
entry displayed with the on-screen program guide . 

45-47. (Cancelled) 
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